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Democracy

November 05, 2000 | By Joseph Kahne

APATHY ABOUT next week's election raises a troubling

red flag that the democratic process is suffering. In 1996,
less than half of the voting age population went to the 0

. tweets L4 :
polls -- the lowest turnout since 1924. Voter turnout on . !
Tuesday may be even lower. ’
But getting people into the booths to vote for their
Like Be the first of your friends to like this.

personal priorities is not the solution. While voting can be
a powerful tool, it won't get the whole job done.

Democracy requires that we take responsibility for the life of our community. We must consider the
needs and goals of our neighbors, discuss and come to understand our differences, develop common
goals and engage in communitywide efforts to pursue shared priorities.
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Several studies show that civic participation is declining along with voting rates. Our current forums for
civic discussion, from legislative sessions to television talk shows, are fractious environments without
meaningful debate or signs of broad concern, and the result is citizen disengagement. The alienation of
young people from the political process is particularly alarming: only 32 percent of eligible 18- to 24-
year- olds voted in the 1996 presidential election. While many young people may "just say no" when it
comes to politics, they do care about making a difference. Volunteerism is on the rise; according to a
UCLA study of 261,000 college freshmen, 75 percent reported performing volunteer work as high school
seniors.

A recent study by the National Association of Secretaries of State, found that 94 percent of young people
between the ages of 15 and 24 believe that "the most important thing I can do as a citizen is to help
others." But is it? Volunteerism will always be an important societal support. However, like voting, it is
not enough. Only through educated, collective civic action can we address the fundamental challenges we
face.

Volunteer activity may provide temporary relief for a homeless or hungry individual, and it may raise the
volunteer's self-esteem, but it doesn't change social policy and it fails to get to the root of the problem. In
fact, if our focus on volunteerism distracts attention from solutions to societal problems, it can diminish
our youths' understanding of what it means to fully participate as a citizen.

http://articles.sfgate.com/2000-11-05/news/17667900_1_voting-rates-civic-leadership-school-seniors

9/20/10 10:44 AM

advertisement | your ad here

Call or click for
Rates and Packages
800.595.0507

advertisement | your ad here

Sponsored Links

2009 Honda Liquidation

All Remaining '09 Models Must Sell! Compare
Prices from Local Dealers.
HondaCivic.ConnectWithLife.com

Help with Senior Care
Free Consumer Referral Service Lets You Find the

Help You Need.
www.ElderCareLink.com

Need A Gate

Search Businesses At Local.com For Gates
Retailers Near You.

Local.com

Page 1 of 2


http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=archivedigger&source=tbx-250&lng=en&s=reddit&url=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.sfgate.com%2F2000-11-05%2Fnews%2F17667900_1_voting-rates-civic-leadership-school-seniors&title=Volunteerism%20and%20Voting%20Not%20Enough%20to%20Nurture%20Democracy%20-%20SFGate&ate=AT-archivedigger/-/pz-2/4c979c9bcaf17f16/1&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fclient%3Dsafari%26rls%3Den%26q%3Dolunteerism%2Band%2BVoting%2BNot%2BEnough%2Bto%2BNurture%2BDemocracy%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8&tt=0
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=archivedigger&source=tbx-250&lng=en&s=delicious&url=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.sfgate.com%2F2000-11-05%2Fnews%2F17667900_1_voting-rates-civic-leadership-school-seniors&title=Volunteerism%20and%20Voting%20Not%20Enough%20to%20Nurture%20Democracy%20-%20SFGate&ate=AT-archivedigger/-/pz-2/4c979c9bcaf17f16/2&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fclient%3Dsafari%26rls%3Den%26q%3Dolunteerism%2Band%2BVoting%2BNot%2BEnough%2Bto%2BNurture%2BDemocracy%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8&tt=0
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
http://tweetmeme.com/story/2426569795/
JavaScript:%20popup();
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://articles.sfgate.com/2000-11-05/news/17667900_1_voting-rates-civic-leadership-school-seniors
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://articles.sfgate.com/2000-11-05/news/17667900_1_voting-rates-civic-leadership-school-seniors
http://searchmarketing.yahoo.com/
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20AAUzSxQ5k4BNlhnOGPNUC4CJXv2qy9VxOj0EKLl7IOBT08hKiUsOExgdoeywbexyREGNOcfNPFuJvH3TApSCjopQQxZu9TBsmc7LahVJ6O4o5qEtgt__9t8sn9R-7Fsjp4QWASCe1Gvzj2wxYA0ZjWJAzUNGsA4IpMj-ZxAo1aUQc7NWVdzEXPpBmXDeGxByfGgxmYb-hD-oQQbtWtB8stKdnR57E_Wk8INcbZDX5PTGDfoc_MReqk29lzsucsTCRA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20AAUzSxQ5k4BNlhnOGPNUC4CJXv2qy9VxOj0EKLl7IOBT08hKiUsOExgdoeywbexyREGNOcfNPFuJvH3TApSCjopQQxZu9TBsmc7LahVJ6O4o5qEtgt__9t8sn9R-7Fsjp4QWASCe1Gvzj2wxYA0ZjWJAzUNGsA4IpMj-ZxAo1aUQc7NWVdzEXPpBmXDeGxByfGgxmYb-hD-oQQbtWtB8stKdnR57E_Wk8INcbZDX5PTGDfoc_MReqk29lzsucsTCRA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20AAUzSxQ5k4BNlhnOGPNUC4CJXv2qy9VxOj0EKLl7IOBT08hKiUsOExgdoeywbexyREGNOcfNPFuJvH3TApSCjopQQxZu9TBsmc7LahVJ6O4o5qEtgt__9t8sn9R-7Fsjp4QWASCe1Gvzj2wxYA0ZjWJAzUNGsA4IpMj-ZxAo1aUQc7NWVdzEXPpBmXDeGxByfGgxmYb-hD-oQQbtWtB8stKdnR57E_Wk8INcbZDX5PTGDfoc_MReqk29lzsucsTCRA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20AAUzSxQ5k4BNNYegUSrRDKJwR7WE6nYFN9NX51pUqnIZ8pezpw0MsqKFl1i9ITzRWhIAW-AYeVGm4T_-Kl9XN7Gcv-Pg7Gva_6aJqnK0KsGTrxtIs56PIaUE3GWbFf-YTSGyOjhPip6e7fuDkH5EvZQBlQkNcL-V_DSerjfsjcKdKGwVz4zt7ewr5Lw4DtMtazaijuzwpM66SE_-MyKa5DqHM_d_4HAPcHD3e2tVWVxXYjYpWWEIeld0NI8GiX9kRA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20AAUzSxQ5k4BNNYegUSrRDKJwR7WE6nYFN9NX51pUqnIZ8pezpw0MsqKFl1i9ITzRWhIAW-AYeVGm4T_-Kl9XN7Gcv-Pg7Gva_6aJqnK0KsGTrxtIs56PIaUE3GWbFf-YTSGyOjhPip6e7fuDkH5EvZQBlQkNcL-V_DSerjfsjcKdKGwVz4zt7ewr5Lw4DtMtazaijuzwpM66SE_-MyKa5DqHM_d_4HAPcHD3e2tVWVxXYjYpWWEIeld0NI8GiX9kRA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20AAUzSxQ5k4BNNYegUSrRDKJwR7WE6nYFN9NX51pUqnIZ8pezpw0MsqKFl1i9ITzRWhIAW-AYeVGm4T_-Kl9XN7Gcv-Pg7Gva_6aJqnK0KsGTrxtIs56PIaUE3GWbFf-YTSGyOjhPip6e7fuDkH5EvZQBlQkNcL-V_DSerjfsjcKdKGwVz4zt7ewr5Lw4DtMtazaijuzwpM66SE_-MyKa5DqHM_d_4HAPcHD3e2tVWVxXYjYpWWEIeld0NI8GiX9kRA.00000004d6134301
http://articles.sfgate.com/keyword/volunteerism
http://searchmarketing.yahoo.com/
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABWu04flIZ8zDRLMhXMeFrp01_nASmNGgK-ZZRRbBzJgq2pOSscX9HgjegHPR74_ddGnDlhiMcJGF4521BL_3_64j7VF0r4aRPnC2cm2J_JuNJe75DnXNtBekXsL-cT_Ip_zSFQcdMbBMm16V7srikOShp90lVfPTofHG_25eusdp8gdC7H0LbkRUnxvHF06xE5DsjS_YASyF68c5SKZ3lQOOeC1Vgfz2SlYr2gRh21alQO_kBO4JrA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABWu04flIZ8zDRLMhXMeFrp01_nASmNGgK-ZZRRbBzJgq2pOSscX9HgjegHPR74_ddGnDlhiMcJGF4521BL_3_64j7VF0r4aRPnC2cm2J_JuNJe75DnXNtBekXsL-cT_Ip_zSFQcdMbBMm16V7srikOShp90lVfPTofHG_25eusdp8gdC7H0LbkRUnxvHF06xE5DsjS_YASyF68c5SKZ3lQOOeC1Vgfz2SlYr2gRh21alQO_kBO4JrA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABWu04flIZ8zDRLMhXMeFrp01_nASmNGgK-ZZRRbBzJgq2pOSscX9HgjegHPR74_ddGnDlhiMcJGF4521BL_3_64j7VF0r4aRPnC2cm2J_JuNJe75DnXNtBekXsL-cT_Ip_zSFQcdMbBMm16V7srikOShp90lVfPTofHG_25eusdp8gdC7H0LbkRUnxvHF06xE5DsjS_YASyF68c5SKZ3lQOOeC1Vgfz2SlYr2gRh21alQO_kBO4JrA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABi3z7rJxqHXDRLMhXMeFroOvGsPb20_cgZc7raOaKa2prQvVAP9S0T_omZsJmA_dGZ9zRAADDDPqaIX9DAAF8Qi6GJLvp8yh_iz3SgHus53uoblasznvULsGoH8w4QGDHKP4sUleVwgq7lkMzwFHbyv4D8y7V7Qlm6EIFFHXSNuVHD4F4TtgPmjhpD_Zf_h54HnFNxgZZ8Wt3bHw2lgaSmrHy7GnkKxDD0objdX1uG8GzHEeqG0jaEqM-VUaLEfDw.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABi3z7rJxqHXDRLMhXMeFroOvGsPb20_cgZc7raOaKa2prQvVAP9S0T_omZsJmA_dGZ9zRAADDDPqaIX9DAAF8Qi6GJLvp8yh_iz3SgHus53uoblasznvULsGoH8w4QGDHKP4sUleVwgq7lkMzwFHbyv4D8y7V7Qlm6EIFFHXSNuVHD4F4TtgPmjhpD_Zf_h54HnFNxgZZ8Wt3bHw2lgaSmrHy7GnkKxDD0objdX1uG8GzHEeqG0jaEqM-VUaLEfDw.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABi3z7rJxqHXDRLMhXMeFroOvGsPb20_cgZc7raOaKa2prQvVAP9S0T_omZsJmA_dGZ9zRAADDDPqaIX9DAAF8Qi6GJLvp8yh_iz3SgHus53uoblasznvULsGoH8w4QGDHKP4sUleVwgq7lkMzwFHbyv4D8y7V7Qlm6EIFFHXSNuVHD4F4TtgPmjhpD_Zf_h54HnFNxgZZ8Wt3bHw2lgaSmrHy7GnkKxDD0objdX1uG8GzHEeqG0jaEqM-VUaLEfDw.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ACJsSc6xgQyL1bRDI-YmhT3hCXFDDw7A7YX_2Pk1_d6bQeUgVjHbiI4v79RUppfXDSiy2uAqDfazeZMEHpHoOLh8z4v-x2pDLy9-HeeRPSfGLBoA5PAONxIZ0RVQI_SKsfj5kw7M12jzoG2XSePVJdIqxKusm9Nmz-5dI27nIqyWuHic7qRlzqyMggdoyH_55VtVNEFEVlRlX1tz0ALSQhNXK2SBrQqkB7aSOWuHv0sMgzCXX-71YHA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ACJsSc6xgQyL1bRDI-YmhT3hCXFDDw7A7YX_2Pk1_d6bQeUgVjHbiI4v79RUppfXDSiy2uAqDfazeZMEHpHoOLh8z4v-x2pDLy9-HeeRPSfGLBoA5PAONxIZ0RVQI_SKsfj5kw7M12jzoG2XSePVJdIqxKusm9Nmz-5dI27nIqyWuHic7qRlzqyMggdoyH_55VtVNEFEVlRlX1tz0ALSQhNXK2SBrQqkB7aSOWuHv0sMgzCXX-71YHA.00000004d6134301
http://rc.us-west.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ACJsSc6xgQyL1bRDI-YmhT3hCXFDDw7A7YX_2Pk1_d6bQeUgVjHbiI4v79RUppfXDSiy2uAqDfazeZMEHpHoOLh8z4v-x2pDLy9-HeeRPSfGLBoA5PAONxIZ0RVQI_SKsfj5kw7M12jzoG2XSePVJdIqxKusm9Nmz-5dI27nIqyWuHic7qRlzqyMggdoyH_55VtVNEFEVlRlX1tz0ALSQhNXK2SBrQqkB7aSOWuHv0sMgzCXX-71YHA.00000004d6134301
http://www.sfgate.com/mediakit/
http://www.sfgate.com/mediakit/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3a1b/4/104/%2a/g;229203722;0-0;0;51928006;3454-728/90;38457155/38474912/1;;~fdr=227352569;0-0;1;28334915;3454-728/90;38457674/38475431/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15vq1t8eh/M=600936794.601141174.430199051.409973418/D=ncnws/S=2022775850:N/Y=PARTNER_US/L=31819f7e-c4de-11df-bc6b-4b84c97d8431/B=7xu3DWKIDfo-/J=1285004443703778/K=WIlTiVaJ7Vx_2uzUuWeA5Q/EXP=1285011643/A=1847690855216320421/R=1/X=2/*http://www.parc55hotel.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://articles.sfgate.com/
http://articles.sfgate.com/keyword/volunteerism
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At Mills College's Institute for Civic Leadership, 15 undergraduate women (half from Mills and half from
other colleges nationwide) enroll each fall in an intensive junior semester combining a high-powered
internship with coursework designed to develop their civic leadership abilities. Students may work with
a coalition of churches on affordable housing, or with local legislators to stop elder abuse in nursing
homes, for example.

Mills views the "gender gap" far beyond the tendency of men and women to vote for different candidates.

We are concerned that the vast majority of candidates and leaders of major social and civic institutions
are men, despite the fact that women participate at far greater rates in the civic life of their communities
and are the backbone of most community organizations.

Democracy cannot work by remote control. If we truly want to get tomorrow's leaders engaged, we must
work with them in systematic and conscious ways to ensure that they become capable, concerned, and
active citizens.

Joseph Kahne is associate professor of education and director of the Institute for Civic Leadership at Mills
College in Oakland.
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